Deportees

Not Forgotten!

It has been five months since 397 Palestinians were

expelled to "no-man’s land" in Southern Lebanon, The
impact of their expulsion was felt all across the Holy Land.
For example, communities across the West Bank and
Gaza have experienced dramatic deterioration in their
social and economical structure. '

Furthermore, approximately 3000 dependents of
the exiled men have been badly affected. More than 17
charities have lost their executives and key personnel, and
the Islamic University in Gaza has lost 26 of its staff
members. To make things worse, since the expulsion at
least 3500 people have been arrested in the Occupied
Territories. One hundred and thirty houses have been
demolished, at least 40 people have been killed, hundreds
were injured in clashes, and half of which were under the
age of seventeen. '

There is a mounting need for emergency funds to
help ravaged families that have been affected by the
absence of their supporters. The HLF acted timely to the
needs of the exiled men and their families. It despatched
an envoy to Southern Lebanon along with a truck load of
food, medicine, blankets and other essentials . Although
many obstacles delayed this shipment to go through, it
gventually did.

The HLF was the first relief organization to re-
spond to this crisis. In December of 1992, more than
10,000 appeals were sent across the nation, which raised
more than $1060,000 to provide emergency relief to the
exiled men and their families.

The HLF has sent more than $60,000 to 397
Palestinian deportees to provide them with daily needs and
necessary food and medicine. On the other hand their
families back home have received more the $150,000 to
help them overcome the hardship the expulsion has cre-
ated.
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